Steroid profiles during cycles with HCG stimulation of luteal function during in-vitro fertilization cycles.
178 in-vitro fertilization cycles have been explored for luteal function. Clomiphene and human menopausal gonadotrophins were used for ovarian stimulation and some patients were supplemented with human chorionic gonadotrophin (HCG) (5000 IU) on the day of laparoscopy, and also 2 and 4 days later. An imbalance of luteal function was observed in non-supplemented stimulated cycles, with hyperoestrogenicity and a relatively low production of progesterone. The administration of HCG reduced this imbalance by improving the production of progesterone without affecting the production of oestradiol-17 beta.